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Fluency & Precision

Lesson 1 – Addition & Subtraction – Add by Counting On

NC Objective:

Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit 
numbers to 20, including zero

Resources needed:
Differentiated Sheets
Teaching Slides

Vocabulary:
Addition, commutativity, represent, 
largest, counting on

Children explore adding by counting on from a given number. They begin to understand that addition is 
commutative and that it is more efficient to start from the largest number. It is important that children see 
that they are not just adding two separate numbers or items, they are adding to what they already have.
Ensure children do not include their start number when counting on.

Key Questions:

What number did you start with? Then what happened? Now what do I have?

What does each number represent? How can I represent counting on using practical equipment?
How can I represent counting on using a bar model or a number line?

Children learn to add on from the larger 
number for efficiency. They add on small 
quantities from the larger number.

Children learn to add on from the larger 
number for efficiency. They add on larger 
quantities than the one star sheet. 

Children on this sheet add the number 
sentence they are calculating. They find the 
missing number and create their own picture 
from a given sentence.

Working Towards Working Within Greater Depth

Reasoning & Problem Solving
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Complete the sentences.

First there were ____ ladybirds.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ ladybirds. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ butterflies.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ butterflies. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ pandas.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ pandas. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ cats.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ cats. 

First                     Then                       Now
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Complete the sentences.

First there were ____ ladybirds.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ ladybirds. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ butterflies.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ butterflies. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ pandas.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ pandas. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ cats.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ cats. 

First                     Then                       Now

Answers

11

2

13

15

3

18

12

1

13

10

3

3
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Now there are _____ ladybirds. 

First                     Then                       Now
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Complete the sentences.

First there were _____ ladybirds.

Then _____ more joined the group.

Now there are _____ ladybirds. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were _____ butterflies.

Then _____ more joined the group.

Now there are _____ butterflies. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were _____ pandas.

Then _____ more joined the group.

Now there are _____ pandas. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were _____ cats.

Then _____ more joined the group.

Now there are _____ cats. 

First                     Then                       Now

Answers

7

7

14

15

4

19

12

4

16

10

5

15
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Complete the sentences.

First there were ____ ladybirds.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ ladybirds. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ butterflies.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ butterflies. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ pandas.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ pandas. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were 9 counters.

Then I added 7 more.

Now there are ____ counters. 

First                     Then                       Now

_____ + _____ = _____

______ + ______ = ______

?
______ + ______ = ______

?
______ + ______ = ______

Add by Counting On



masterthecurriculum.co.uk

Fluency & Precision 1

Complete the sentences.

First there were ____ ladybirds.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ ladybirds. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ butterflies.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ butterflies. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were ____ pandas.

Then ____ more joined the group.

Now there are ____ pandas. 

First                     Then                       Now

First there were 9 counters.

Then I added 7 more.

Now there are ____ counters. 

First                     Then                       Now

_____ + _____ = _____

______ + ______ = ______

?
______ + ______ = ______

?
______ + ______ = ______

Answers

11

8

19

12

5

17

12

8
20

16

11      8      19    

12      5 17    

12      8      20    

9 7      16    
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A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is 17.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? 17

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
Which number does she add to 13 from the 

cloud to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

1

5

4

63

2

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is 17.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? 17

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
Which number does she add to 13 from the 

cloud to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

1

5

4

63

2
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A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is 17.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? 17

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
Which number does she add to 13 from the 

cloud to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

Answers

Answers

17 + 0
16 + 1
15 + 2
14 + 3 
13 + 4 
12 + 5
11 + 6
10 + 7

13 + 3 = 16

13 + 6 = 19

13 + 4 = 17

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
Which number does she add to 13 from the 

cloud to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

13 + 3 = 16

13 + 6 = 19

13 + 4 = 17

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is 17.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? 17

17 + 0
16 + 1
15 + 2
14 + 3 
13 + 4 
12 + 5
11 + 6
10 + 7

1

5

4

63

2

1

5

4

63

2
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A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is nineteen.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? ?

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
What number does she add to 13 to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

?

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is nineteen.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? ?

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
What number does she add to 13 to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17
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A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is nineteen.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? ?

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
What number does she add to 13 to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

Answers

Answers

19 + 0 = 19
18 + 1 = 19
17 + 2 = 19
16 + 3 = 19
15 + 4 = 19
14 + 5 = 19
13 + 6 = 19
12 + 7 = 19
11 + 8 = 19
10 + 9 = 19

13 + 3 = 16

13 + 6 = 19

13 + 4 = 17

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is nineteen.

First Then Now

What could the missing numbers be? 
Explain your answer.

? ? ?

Rosie is thinking of the number 13. 
What number does she add to 13 to make:

Explain your answer.

16 19 17

19 + 0 = 19
18 + 1 = 19
17 + 2 = 19
16 + 3 = 19
15 + 4 = 19
14 + 5 = 19
13 + 6 = 19
12 + 7 = 19
11 + 8 = 19
10 + 9 = 19

13 + 3 = 16

13 + 6 = 19

13 + 4 = 17



masterthecurriculum.co.uk

Reasoning & Problem Solving

masterthecurriculum.co.uk

Reasoning & Problem Solving

1Add by Counting On

1Add by Counting On

What could Rosie’s number be?
Explain your answer.

17 – 1 19 + 0 16 + 1

Rosie is thinking of a two-digit number 
smaller than twenty. 

She adds it to 4 and makes:

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is one less than eighteen.

What could the number sentence be?
Can a one-digit number be 8?

Explain your answer.

What could Rosie’s number be?
Explain your answer.

17 – 1 19 + 0 16 + 1

Rosie is thinking of a two-digit number 
smaller than twenty. 

She adds it to 4 and makes:

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is one less than eighteen.

What could the number sentence be?
Can a one-digit number be 8?

Explain your answer.
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A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is one less than eighteen.

What could the number sentence be?
Can a one-digit number be 8?

Explain your answer.

What could Rosie’s number be?
Explain your answer.

17 – 1 19 + 0 16 + 1

Rosie is thinking of a two-digit number 
smaller than twenty. 

She adds it to 4 and makes:

Answers

Answers

Children may use commutativity of addition:
4 + 12 = 12 + 4 = 16

4 + 15 = 15 + 4 = 19

4 + 13 = 13 + 4 = 17

17 + 0 = 17
16 + 1 = 17
15 + 2 = 17
14 + 3  = 17
13 + 4 = 17
12 + 5 = 17
11 + 6 = 17
10 + 7 = 17

A one-digit number cannot be 8 because 
the other number in the calculation 

would be one-digit as well.
8 + 9 = 17

A one-digit number is added to a two-digit number. 
The answer is one less than eighteen.

What could the number sentence be?
Can a one-digit number be 8?

Explain your answer.

What could Rosie’s number be?
Explain your answer.

17 – 1 19 + 0 16 + 1

Rosie is thinking of a two-digit number 
smaller than twenty. 

She adds it to 4 and makes:

Children may use commutativity of addition:
4 + 12 = 12 + 4 = 16

4 + 15 = 15 + 4 = 19

4 + 13 = 13 + 4 = 17

17 + 0 = 17
16 + 1 = 17
15 + 2 = 17
14 + 3  = 17
13 + 4 = 17
12 + 5 = 17
11 + 6 = 17
10 + 7 = 17

A one-digit number cannot be 8 because 
the other number in the calculation 

would be one-digit as well.
8 + 9 = 17

16 19 17

16 19 17


