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Starter

Copy the main clauses into your book. Add in a subordinate clause.

L.O. I can use subordinating conjunctions and sentence types for effect in a 
diary entry.

L.O. I can write a diary entry from the POV of a character.

1. Mauritio ran through the streets.

2. Market stalls cowered in fear. 

3. The volcano loomed over the city.

4. Ash and smoke filled the air. 

5. Boats set sail for safety.

6. The buildings began to shake. 

7. Villagers ran towards the harbour. 

8. The water was shaking.
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What are the key features of a diary entry?

Include the date and/or time

Write in the first person 

Use past tense for the main events 

Tells events in chronological order 

Include personal emotions and feelings 

Use words relating to time

Diary Writing Checklist.pdf

Quick recap!
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Writing task 

Write a diary entry from the POV of 
one of the villagers. Use the timeline of events and your plan as 

a plan for your paragraphs.
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24th October 79AD

Dear Diary,



Lesson 4 Smartbook.notebook

5

April 09, 2021

Mini plenary 
Improvement spinner!
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Plenary 

1.  Proof read the first paragraph of your partners work. 

2. Underline the subordinating conjunctions. Don't 
forget to use a ruler!
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Purple polish your diary. 
• Begin by reading what you have written! Can you spot any mistakes 
and correct them? 
• Read your way forward and act upon it. Remember, you will have to 
read your work very carefully in order to find whereabouts in your 
writing you have made a mistake. 
• Ask an adult if you are unsure - don't just ignore it! 
• You will need to self assess for spelling mistakes. Use a dictionary 
to correct these mistakes. 



Attachments

Adventure story opening WAGOLL to look at in pairs.pdf

Adventure story word mat .pdf

Magpie sheet.docx

Work Presentation Promise.docx

Diary Writing Checklist.pdf

Diary Writing Examples Activity Sheet.pdf

T2E1886DiaryWritingExamples_ver_1.pdf

Human sentence cards.docx

Subject verb identification for WTS.docx




The sun dazzled in the sky above the Burrow on yet another 
splendid summer day. Slumped against a tree, ten-year-old 
Kian flicked lazily through his favourite book. His brown curls 
flopped down over his crystal blue eyes and he blew them away 
with a half-hearted puff. 


In the distance, faint sounds of village life could be heard. 
The local children played happily on their bicycles while their 
parents bustled about their daily chores of cleaning, cooking 
and mending. Out in the farmers’ fields, workers were dutifully 
harvesting fresh crops and loading up their carts ready for 
market. The Burrow was a picture of perfection and Kian was 
contently enjoying another day in paradise, completely unaware 
of what was about to happen. 


Suddenly, Kian heard the approaching clip-clopping of a horse’s 
hooves. He looked up and saw a man wearing a tall, pointy hat 
and flowing cloak riding towards him. It was Irwin! Kian leapt 
to his feet and rushed towards the wizard. For years, Irwin 
had been coming to the Burrow and telling them all stories of 
his great adventures. As Kian skipped through the long grass 
towards the special visitor he wondered what daring adventure 
Irwin would tell him about today. Irwin slowed his horse, 
jumped down and swept Kian into a tight embrace. Kian pushed 
the wizard away and laughed.
“Hey, I’m not a baby anymore!”
“I know, I know,” Irwin replied. “It’s just so good to see you.”
It was at that moment that Kian noticed Irwin wasn’t smiling 
like he usually was. In fact, he looked rather grim.
“What's the matter?” Kian asked in concern. He held his breath 
as he waited for the answer.
“I have bad news, child…” Irwin paused, “the Burrow is doomed!”
“Doomed?” Kian looked puzzled and his heart began to race. 
“I need your help Kian. Let’s talk.” 
Irwin placed his hand on Kian’s shoulder and sat him down on 
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a nearby rock. 
“I received a message yesterday from your village elder. The 
raindrop of life has been stolen from his home.” 
“Stolen?” Kian gasped, beginning to feel light-headed.


The raindrop of life was an ancient and very important object 
that ensured that rain fell each year over the Burrow.  Without 
it, the rain would not come and the crops would die. Without 
crops there would be no food to eat and without any food the 
villagers wold be forced to leave their homes. 


“I believe that the Gryffdragon is responsible,” Irwin went on. 
“It is a terrifying beast with extreme strength that lives in a 
cave deep in the forest.” 
Kian shuddered in fear but he felt confused. 
“How can I help? I’m only a small boy,” he asked nervously. 
Irwin explained that only a descendant of the famous King Oraf 
could find and return the important object. Kian’s mouth gaped 
open in surprise. King Oraf was a brave leader who had brought 
the raindrop of life to the Burrow hundreds of years ago to 
preserve the village’s future.
“I’m a descendent…” he started to ask but Irwin was already 
nodding in answer to the unfinished question.
“Yes Kian, this difficult and dangerous task falls to you as the 
last surviving descendent of King Oraf.” 


After a sleepless night, Kian was all packed and ready to set 
off on his quest by sunrise. He left a note for his old aunt (she 
would try to stop him going if she knew what he was going to 
do) and began his long journey to the Gryffdragon’s cave. Over 
hills and mountains, fields and dry, dirt roads, Kian trudged 
onwards, thinking only about what could happen if he failed. 
As the sun began to set, he finally reached the cave.
With the beast’s peculiar stench as his guide, Kian tiptoed 
into the cave. It did not take him long to find the disgusting 
creature. Without warning, it appeared in front of him, snarling 
menacingly. The beast was unlike anything Kian had ever seen 
before. It had huge fanged teeth and a thick spiked tail. It’s 
eyes were like pools of fire and it breathed green smoke from 
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three enoromous nostrils. Folded neatly onto its back were spiky, 
leathery wings and nestled atop these Kian caught a glimpse of 
the shimmering raindrop of life. 


The beast stalked slowly around the boy, examining the easy 
prey. It was smirking and clawing at the earth, confident that it 
could kill the intruder with one swipe of its sharp, shiny claws. 
Kian froze. He was petrified. He tried to think back to what 
Irwin had told him. ‘Use its weakness against it. Aim for the 
heart!’ The beast gave a huge snort and lunged towards Kian 
with its mouth open wide and it was then that Kian saw it. The 
beast’s thumping heart was located at the back of its throat and 
down that throat was where Kian was about to be beheaded! 
Kian whipped his dagger from his belt and crouched down with 
the weapon held above his head. The beast’s eyes widened in 
horror when it realised its fate but it was too late. As 
the gryffdragon’s mouth closed around him, Kian’s 
dagger split the heart in two and the wicked beast 
exploded in a blast of glittering sparks. It was about 
a minute later when Kian eventually opened his eyes. 
The beast was gone and right there in front of him 
was the raindrop of life. Kian scrambled to his feet 
and grabbed the raindrop, worrying that it too may 
disappear.


Not daring to stop or even glance behind, Kian ran until he 
reached the Burrow. The sun was beginning to rise and tears 
welled in Kian’s eyes as he saw his beautiful village glowing in 
the light of a new day. Irwin and the village elder were waiting 
to greet the brave young adventurer as he arrived.
“Well done Kian!” they chorused.
“I knew you could do it,” Irwin smiled. “Perhaps I should ask for 
your autograph!” he added winking
Suddenly, an almighty crash of thunder sounded over the Burrow 
and rain began to pour from the sky. Kian knew his aunt would 
be grumbling about not being able to hang out her washing but 
he didn’t care. The Burrow’s future was secure. While everyone 
else took cover, three joyous figures could be seen dancing and 
laughing for hours in the rain.







2The sun dazzled in the sky above the Burrow on yet another 
splendid summer day. Slumped against a tree, ten-year-old 
Kian flicked lazily through his favourite book. His brown curls 
flopped down over his crystal blue eyes and he blew them away 
with a half-hearted puff. 


2In the distance, faint sounds of village life could be heard. 
The local children played happily on their bicycles while their 
parents bustled about their daily chores of cleaning, cooking 
and mending. Out in the farmers’ fields, workers were dutifully 
harvesting fresh crops and loading up their carts ready for 
market. The Burrow was a picture of perfection and Kian was 
contently enjoying another day in paradise, completely unaware 
of what was about to happen. 


3Suddenly, Kian heard the approaching clip-clopping of a horse’s 
hooves. He looked up and saw a man wearing a tall, pointy hat 
and flowing cloak riding towards him. It was Irwin! Kian leapt 
to his feet and rushed towards the wizard. For years, Irwin 
had been coming to the Burrow and telling them all stories of 
his great adventures. As Kian skipped through the long grass 
towards the special visitor he wondered what daring adventure 
Irwin would tell him about today. Irwin slowed his horse, 
jumped down and swept Kian into a tight embrace. Kian pushed 
the wizard away and laughed.
7“Hey, I’m not a baby anymore!”
“I know, I know,” Irwin replied. “It’s just so good to see you.”
It was at that moment that Kian noticed Irwin wasn’t smiling 
like he usually was. In fact, he looked rather grim.
“What's the matter?” Kian asked in concern. He held his breath 
as he waited for the answer.
“I have bad news, child…” Irwin paused, “the Burrow is doomed!”
“Doomed?” Kian looked puzzled and his heart began to race. 
“I need your help Kian. Let’s talk.” 
Irwin placed his hand on Kian’s shoulder and sat him down on 
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Annotated Genre Features


1A title to make 
the reader want 
to read the story


2A beginning to 
introduce the 
character/s and 
setting 


3A build-up to 
give hints and 
clues about 
what is going to 
happen


7Direct speech 
to move on the 
action
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a nearby rock. 
4“I received a message yesterday from your village elder. The 
raindrop of life has been stolen from his home.” 
“Stolen?” Kian gasped, beginning to feel light-headed.


The raindrop of life was an ancient and very important object 
that ensured that rain fell each year over the Burrow.  Without 
it, the rain would not come and the crops would die. Without 
crops there would be no food to eat and without any food the 
villagers wold be forced to leave their homes. 


“I believe that the Gryffdragon is responsible,” Irwin went on. 
“It is a terrifying beast with extreme strength that lives in a 
cave deep in the forest.” 
Kian shuddered in fear but he felt confused. 
“How can I help? I’m only a small boy,” he asked nervously. 
Irwin explained that only a descendant of the famous King Oraf 
could find and return the important object. Kian’s mouth gaped 
open in surprise. King Oraf was a brave leader who had brought 
the raindrop of life to the Burrow hundreds of years ago to 
preserve the village’s future.
“I’m a descendent…” he started to ask but Irwin was already 
nodding in answer to the unfinished question.
“Yes Kian, this difficult and dangerous task falls to you as the 
last surviving descendent of King Oraf.” 


5After a sleepless night, Kian was all packed and ready to set 
off on his quest by sunrise. He left a note for his old aunt (she 
would try to stop him going if she knew what he was going to 
do) and began his long journey to the Gryffdragon’s cave. Over 
hills and mountains, fields and dry, dirt roads, Kian trudged 
onwards, thinking only about what could happen if he failed. 
As the sun began to set, he finally reached the cave.
With the beast’s peculiar stench as his guide, Kian tiptoed 
into the cave. It did not take him long to find the disgusting 
creature. Without warning, it appeared in front of him, snarling 
menacingly. The beast was unlike anything Kian had ever seen 
before. It had huge fanged teeth and a thick spiked tail. It’s 
eyes were like pools of fire and it breathed green smoke from 


4A dilemma 
where a problem 
is introduced 


5A resolution 
where the 
dilemma is 
resolved 


7Direct speech 
to move on the 
action
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three enoromous nostrils. Folded neatly onto its back were spiky, 
leathery wings and nestled atop these Kian caught a glimpse of 
the shimmering raindrop of life. 


5The beast stalked slowly around the boy, examining the easy 
prey. It was smirking and clawing at the earth, confident that it 
could kill the intruder with one swipe of its sharp, shiny claws. 
Kian froze. He was petrified. He tried to think back to what 
Irwin had told him. ‘Use its weakness against it. Aim for the 
heart!’ The beast gave a huge snort and lunged towards Kian 
with its mouth open wide and it was then that Kian saw it. The 
beast’s thumping heart was located at the back of its throat and 
down that throat was where Kian was about to be beheaded! 
Kian whipped his dagger from his belt and crouched down with 
the weapon held above his head. The beast’s eyes widened in 
horror when it realised its fate but it was too late. As 
the gryffdragon’s mouth closed around him, Kian’s 
dagger split the heart in two and the wicked beast 
exploded in a blast of glittering sparks. It was about 
a minute later when Kian eventually opened his eyes. 
The beast was gone and right there in front of him 
was the raindrop of life. Kian scrambled to his feet 
and grabbed the raindrop, worrying that it too may 
disappear.


6Not daring to stop or even glance behind, Kian ran until he 
reached the Burrow. The sun was beginning to rise and tears 
welled in Kian’s eyes as he saw his beautiful village glowing in 
the light of a new day. Irwin and the village elder were waiting 
to greet the brave young adventurer as he arrived.
7“Well done Kian!” they chorused.
“I knew you could do it,” Irwin smiled. “Perhaps I should ask for 
your autograph!” he added winking
Suddenly, an almighty crash of thunder sounded over the Burrow 
and rain began to pour from the sky. Kian knew his aunt would 
be grumbling about not being able to hang out her washing but 
he didn’t care. The Burrow’s future was secure. While everyone 
else took cover, three joyous figures could be seen dancing and 
laughing for hours in the rain.


6An ending which 
draws the story 
to a close


5A resolution 
where the 
dilemma is 
resolved 


7Direct speech 
to move on the 
action







4,3The sun dazzled in the sky above the Burrow6 on yet another 
splendid summer day. Slumped against a tree7, ten-year-old 
Kian flicked lazily11 through12 his5 favourite14 book. His5 brown 
curls flopped down over his5 crystal blue eyes6 and he5 blew2,12 
them away with a half-hearted13 puff. 


3In the distance7, faint12 sounds of village life could be heard14. 
The local children played happily11 on their bicycles6,14 while 
their12 parents bustled about their12 daily chores of cleaning, 
cooking and mending. Out in the farmers’8 fields7, workers 
were2 dutifully10 harvesting fresh crops and loading up their12 
carts ready for market. The Burrow was2 a picture of perfection 
and Kian was2 contently11 enjoying another day in paradise, 
completely11,14 unaware10 of what was about to happen. 


3,7,11Suddenly, Kian heard the approaching clip-clopping of a 
horse’s hooves. He5 looked up and saw2 a man wearing a tall, 
pointy hat and flowing cloak6 riding towards him5. It was2 
Irwin! Kian leapt to his5 feet and rushed towards the wizard. For 
years, Irwin had been coming to the Burrow and telling them5 
all stories of his great adventures. As Kian skipped through the 
long grass towards the special14 visitor7 he5 wondered what 
daring adventure Irwin would tell him5 about today. Irwin 
slowed his5 horse, jumped down and swept Kian into a tight 
embrace. Kian pushed the wizard away and laughed.
9“Hey, I’m not a baby anymore!”
“I know, I know,” Irwin replied. “It’s just so good to see12 you.”
It was at that moment that Kian noticed Irwin wasn’t smiling 
like he5 usually was. In fact, he5 looked rather grim.
“What's the matter?” Kian asked in concern. He5 held his5 breath 
as he5 waited for the answer.
“I have2 bad news, child…” Irwin paused, “the Burrow is 
doomed!”
“Doomed?” Kian looked puzzled and his5 heart began to race. 
“I need your help Kian. Let’s talk.” 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Features


1full range 
of spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation 
features that 
have been used 
in previous year 
groups shown 
throughout, 
including 
adverbs, 
prepositions and 
conjunctions to 
express time, 
place and cause; 
correct tense use 
and subordinate 
clauses


4creates settings, 
characters and 
plot in narrative.


3paragraph 
to introduce 
character


3paragraph to 
describe setting


6noun phrases 
expanded by 
the addition 
of modifying 
adjectives and 
prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the 
strict teacher 
with curly hair.


11suffix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. usually, 
poisonous, 
adoration


14Y3/Y4 statutory 
spelling words


12homophones 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. which and 
witch.


5nouns or 
pronouns used 
appropriately to 
aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, 
it


8possessive 
apostrophes used 
accurately for 
plural possession, 
e.g. girls’ toilets, 
children’s toys.


2standard verb 
inflections 
consistently used, 
e.g. we were, not 
we was, I did, 
not I done


10prefix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. irrelevant, 
autograph, 
incorrect, 
disobey, 
superstar, 
antisocial


3paragraph to 
move the story 
forward


9uses all the 
necessary 
punctuation in 
direct speech.


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.
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Irwin placed his5 hand on Kian’s shoulder and sat him5 down 
on a nearby rock. 
“I received13 a message yesterday from your village elder. The 
raindrop of life has been stolen from his5 home.” 
“Stolen?” Kian gasped, beginning to feel light-headed.


3The raindrop of life was2 an ancient and very important14 


object that ensured that rain fell each year over the Burrow6.  
Without it, the rain13 would not come and the crops would die. 
Without crops there would be no food to eat and without any 
food the villagers wold be forced to leave their homes. 


9,3“I believe that the Gryffdragon is responsible10,” Irwin went 
on. “It5 is a terrifying, magical10 beast with extreme strength 
that lives in a cave deep in the forest.”6 
Kian shuddered in fear but he felt confused. 
“How can I help? I’m only a small boy,” he5 asked nervously10. 
Irwin explained that only a descendant of the famous King 
Oraf could find and return the important object. Kian’s mouth 
gaped open in surprise. King Oraf was a brave leader who had 
brought the raindrop of life to the Burrow hundreds of years 
ago6 to preserve the village’s future.
“I’m a descendent…” he5 started to ask but Irwin was already9 
nodding in answer14 to the unfinished question.14


“Yes Kian, this difficult14 and dangerous task falls to you as the 
last surviving descendent of King Oraf.” 


3After a sleepless night,7 Kian was all packed and ready to set 
off on his5 quest by sunrise. He left2 a note for his old aunt12 
(she5 would try to stop him going if she5 knew12 what he was 
going to do) and began his5 long journey to the Gryffdragon’s 
cave.6 Over hills and mountains, fields and dry, dirt roads, Kian 
trudged onwards, thinking only about what could happen if he5 
failed. As the sun began to set,7 he5 finally reached13 the cave.
4,3With the beast’s peculiar14 stench as his guide,7 Kian tiptoed 
into the cave. It did not take him5 long to find the disgusting10 


creature. Without warning,7 it5 appeared in front of him5, 
snarling menacingly. The beast was unlike10 anything Kian 
had ever seen2 before. It5 had huge fanged teeth and a thick 
spiked tail. It’s eyes were like pools of fire and it5 breathed13 


3paragraph to 
describe object


3paragraph to 
describe the 
dilemma


3paragraph to 
describe journey


3paragraph to 
describe meeting 
the beast


9uses all the 
necessary 
punctuation in 
direct speech.


4creates settings, 
characters and 
plot in narrative.


5nouns or 
pronouns used 
appropriately to 
aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, 
it


13knowledge of 
word families 
used to aid 
spelling 2standard verb 


inflections 
consistently used, 
e.g. we were, not 
we was, I did, 
not I done


14Y3/Y4 statutory 
spelling words6noun phrases 


expanded by 
the addition 
of modifying 
adjectives and 
prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the 
strict teacher 
with curly hair.


10prefix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. irrelevant, 
autograph, 
incorrect, 
disobey, 
superstar, 
antisocial


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.


12homophones 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. which and 
witch.
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green smoke from three enoromous nostrils.6 Folded neatly onto 
its back were spiky, leathery wings and nestled atop these Kian 
caught a glimpse of the shimmering raindrop of life. 


3The beast stalked13 slowly around the boy, examining the easy 
prey. It5 was2 smirking and clawing at the earth, confident that 
it5 could kill the intruder with one swipe of its sharp, shiny 
claws.6 Kian froze. He5 was2 petrified. ‘Use its weakness11 against 
it5. Aim for the heart!’ The beast gave a huge snort and lunged 
towards Kian with its mouth open wide and it was then that 
Kian saw2 it5. The beast’s thumping heart was located at the 
back of its throat and down that throat was where Kian saw2 


about to be beheaded! Kian whipped his5 dagger from his5 belt 
and crouched down with the weapon held above his5 head. The 
beast’s eyes widened in horror when it realised its 
fate but it was too late. As the gryffdragon’s mouth 
closed around him,7 Kian’s dagger split the heart in 
two12 and the wicked beast13 exploded in a blast of 
glittering sparks. It was2 about a minute later when 
Kian eventually opened his5 eyes. The beast was2 gone 
and right12 there12 in front of him was2 the raindrop 
of life. Kian scrambled to his5 feet and grabbed the 
raindrop, worrying that it too may disappear.10


3Not daring to stop or even glance behind,7 Kian ran until he5 
reached the Burrow. The sun was2 beginning to rise and tears13 
welled in Kian’s eyes as he5 saw2 his5 beautiful11 village glowing 
in the light of a new day.6 Irwin and the village elder were 
waiting to greet the brave young adventurer as he arrived.
9“Well done Kian!” they chorused.
“I knew you could13 do it,” Irwin smiled. “Perhaps I should ask 
for your autograph!10” he added winking
Suddenly7, an almighty10 crash of thunder sounded over the 
Burrow and rain began to pour from the sky.6 Kian knew his5 
aunt would be grumbling about not being able to hang out her5 


washing but he5 didn’t care. The Burrow’s future was secure. 
While everyone else took cover,7 three joyous11 figures could be 
seen dancing and laughing for hours in the rain.


3paragraph to 
describe the 
confrontation


3paragraph to 
describe the 
character’s 
return/end of the 
story


9uses all the 
necessary 
punctuation in 
direct speech.


5nouns or 
pronouns used 
appropriately to 
aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, 
it


2standard verb 
inflections 
consistently used, 
e.g. we were, not 
we was, I did, 
not I done


10prefix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. irrelevant, 
autograph, 
incorrect, 
disobey, 
superstar, 
antisocial13knowledge of 


word families 
used to aid 
spelling


6noun phrases 
expanded by 
the addition 
of modifying 
adjectives and 
prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the 
strict teacher 
with curly hair.


11suffix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. usually, 
poisonous, 
adoration


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.


12homophones 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. which and 
witch.







4,3The sun dazzled in the sky above the Burrow6 on yet another 
splendid summer day. Slumped against a tree7, ten-year-old 
Kian flicked lazily11 through12 his5 favourite14 book. His5 brown 
curls flopped down over his5 crystal blue eyes6 and he5 blew2,12 
them away with a half-hearted13 puff. 


3In the distance7, faint12 sounds of village life could be heard14. 
The local children played happily11 on their bicycles6,14 while 
their12 parents bustled about their12 daily chores of cleaning, 
cooking and mending. Out in the farmers’8 fields7, workers 
were2 dutifully10 harvesting fresh crops and loading up their12 
carts ready for market. The Burrow was2 a picture of perfection 
and Kian was2 contently11 enjoying another day in paradise, 
completely11,14 unaware10 of what was about to happen. 


3,7,11Suddenly, Kian heard the approaching clip-clopping of a 
horse’s hooves. He5 looked up and saw2 a man wearing a tall, 
pointy hat and flowing cloak6 riding towards him5. It was2 
Irwin! Kian leapt to his5 feet and rushed towards the wizard. For 
years, Irwin had been coming to the Burrow and telling them5 
all stories of his great adventures. As Kian skipped through the 
long grass towards the special14 visitor7 he5 wondered what 
daring adventure Irwin would tell him5 about today. Irwin 
slowed his5 horse, jumped down and swept Kian into a tight 
embrace. Kian pushed the wizard away and laughed.
9“Hey, I’m not a baby anymore!”
“I know, I know,” Irwin replied. “It’s just so good to see12 you.”
It was at that moment that Kian noticed Irwin wasn’t smiling 
like he5 usually was. In fact, he5 looked rather grim.
“What's the matter?” Kian asked in concern. He5 held his5 breath 
as he5 waited for the answer.
“I have2 bad news, child…” Irwin paused, “the Burrow is 
doomed!”
“Doomed?” Kian looked puzzled and his5 heart began to race. 
“I need your help Kian. Let’s talk.” 
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1full range 
of spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation 
features that 
have been used 
in previous year 
groups shown 
throughout, 
including 
adverbs, 
prepositions and 
conjunctions to 
express time, 
place and cause; 
correct tense use 
and subordinate 
clauses


4creates settings, 
characters and 
plot in narrative.


3paragraph 
to introduce 
character


3paragraph to 
describe setting


6noun phrases 
expanded by 
the addition 
of modifying 
adjectives and 
prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the 
strict teacher 
with curly hair.


11suffix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. usually, 
poisonous, 
adoration


14Y3/Y4 statutory 
spelling words


12homophones 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. which and 
witch.


5nouns or 
pronouns used 
appropriately to 
aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, 
it


8possessive 
apostrophes used 
accurately for 
plural possession, 
e.g. girls’ toilets, 
children’s toys.


2standard verb 
inflections 
consistently used, 
e.g. we were, not 
we was, I did, 
not I done


10prefix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. irrelevant, 
autograph, 
incorrect, 
disobey, 
superstar, 
antisocial


3paragraph to 
move the story 
forward


9uses all the 
necessary 
punctuation in 
direct speech.


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.
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Irwin placed his5 hand on Kian’s shoulder and sat him5 down 
on a nearby rock. 
“I received13 a message yesterday from your village elder. The 
raindrop of life has been stolen from his5 home.” 
“Stolen?” Kian gasped, beginning to feel light-headed.


3The raindrop of life was2 an ancient and very important14 


object that ensured that rain fell each year over the Burrow6.  
Without it, the rain13 would not come and the crops would die. 
Without crops there would be no food to eat and without any 
food the villagers wold be forced to leave their homes. 


9,3“I believe that the Gryffdragon is responsible10,” Irwin went 
on. “It5 is a terrifying, magical10 beast with extreme strength 
that lives in a cave deep in the forest.”6 
Kian shuddered in fear but he felt confused. 
“How can I help? I’m only a small boy,” he5 asked nervously10. 
Irwin explained that only a descendant of the famous King 
Oraf could find and return the important object. Kian’s mouth 
gaped open in surprise. King Oraf was a brave leader who had 
brought the raindrop of life to the Burrow hundreds of years 
ago6 to preserve the village’s future.
“I’m a descendent…” he5 started to ask but Irwin was already9 
nodding in answer14 to the unfinished question.14


“Yes Kian, this difficult14 and dangerous task falls to you as the 
last surviving descendent of King Oraf.” 


3After a sleepless night,7 Kian was all packed and ready to set 
off on his5 quest by sunrise. He left2 a note for his old aunt12 
(she5 would try to stop him going if she5 knew12 what he was 
going to do) and began his5 long journey to the Gryffdragon’s 
cave.6 Over hills and mountains, fields and dry, dirt roads, Kian 
trudged onwards, thinking only about what could happen if he5 
failed. As the sun began to set,7 he5 finally reached13 the cave.
4,3With the beast’s peculiar14 stench as his guide,7 Kian tiptoed 
into the cave. It did not take him5 long to find the disgusting10 


creature. Without warning,7 it5 appeared in front of him5, 
snarling menacingly. The beast was unlike10 anything Kian 
had ever seen2 before. It5 had huge fanged teeth and a thick 
spiked tail. It’s eyes were like pools of fire and it5 breathed13 


3paragraph to 
describe object


3paragraph to 
describe the 
dilemma


3paragraph to 
describe journey


3paragraph to 
describe meeting 
the beast


9uses all the 
necessary 
punctuation in 
direct speech.


4creates settings, 
characters and 
plot in narrative


5nouns or 
pronouns used 
appropriately to 
aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, 
it


13knowledge of 
word families 
used to aid 
spelling 2standard verb 


inflections 
consistently used, 
e.g. we were, not 
we was, I did, 
not I done


14Y3/Y4 statutory 
spelling words6noun phrases 


expanded by 
the addition 
of modifying 
adjectives and 
prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the 
strict teacher 
with curly hair.


10prefix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. irrelevant, 
autograph, 
incorrect, 
disobey, 
superstar, 
antisocial


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.


12homophones 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. which and 
witch.
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green smoke from three enoromous nostrils.6 Folded neatly onto 
its back were spiky, leathery wings and nestled atop these Kian 
caught a glimpse of the shimmering raindrop of life. 


3The beast stalked13 slowly around the boy, examining the easy 
prey. It5 was2 smirking and clawing at the earth, confident that 
it5 could kill the intruder with one swipe of its sharp, shiny 
claws.6 Kian froze. He5 was2 petrified. ‘Use its weakness11 against 
it5. Aim for the heart!’ The beast gave a huge snort and lunged 
towards Kian with its mouth open wide and it was then that 
Kian saw2 it5. The beast’s thumping heart was located at the 
back of its throat and down that throat was where Kian saw2 


about to be beheaded! Kian whipped his5 dagger from his5 belt 
and crouched down with the weapon held above his5 head. The 
beast’s eyes widened in horror when it realised its 
fate but it was too late. As the gryffdragon’s mouth 
closed around him,7 Kian’s dagger split the heart in 
two12 and the wicked beast13 exploded in a blast of 
glittering sparks. It was2 about a minute later when 
Kian eventually opened his5 eyes. The beast was2 gone 
and right12 there12 in front of him was2 the raindrop 
of life. Kian scrambled to his5 feet and grabbed the 
raindrop, worrying that it too may disappear.10


3Not daring to stop or even glance behind,7 Kian ran until he5 
reached the Burrow. The sun was2 beginning to rise and tears13 
welled in Kian’s eyes as he5 saw2 his5 beautiful11 village glowing 
in the light of a new day.6 Irwin and the village elder were 
waiting to greet the brave young adventurer as he arrived.
9“Well done Kian!” they chorused.
“I knew you could13 do it,” Irwin smiled. “Perhaps I should ask 
for your autograph!10” he added winking
Suddenly7, an almighty10 crash of thunder sounded over the 
Burrow and rain began to pour from the sky.6 Kian knew his5 
aunt would be grumbling about not being able to hang out her5 


washing but he5 didn’t care. The Burrow’s future was secure. 
While everyone else took cover,7 three joyous11 figures could be 
seen dancing and laughing for hours in the rain.


3paragraph to 
describe the 
confrontation


3paragraph to 
describe the 
character’s 
return/end of the 
story


9uses all the 
necessary 
punctuation in 
direct speech.


5nouns or 
pronouns used 
appropriately to 
aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, 
it


2standard verb 
inflections 
consistently used, 
e.g. we were, not 
we was, I did, 
not I done


10prefix words 
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superstar, 
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used to aid 
spelling
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adjectives and 
prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the 
strict teacher 
with curly hair.


11suffix words 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. usually, 
poisonous, 
adoration


7fronted 
adverbials used 
(e.g. As quick 
as a flash, 
Last weekend)  
followed by a 
comma.


12homophones 
spelt correctly, 
e.g. which and 
witch.
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Adventure Story Word Mat
snortedroared Running for his/her life… after


gruntedshrieked As quick as a flash… while


hissedwhispered Breathing heavily… before


sniffedchortled Gasping for breath… so


Without a care…gasped Without warning… but


Thinking quickly…gasped Almost instantly… since


Swiftly…cackled because although


Carefully…yelped when


Anxiously…guffawed if


Desperately…whimpered as


It was just an ordinary day…


The rain began to pour…


It had been a long and tiring journey…


When it was all over…


As the day drew to a close…


Suddenly…


Just then…


After a while…


Before long…


The next afternoon…


After the rain…


Later that evening…
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	L.O. I can magpie interesting words or phrases from our class novel. 
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Work Presentation Promise

In my English book I will:



· Write the long date at the beginning of each lesson and underline it with a ruler.

· Leave a line after the date.  

· Write the learning objective and underline it with a ruler.

· Leave a line after the learning objective. 

· Present all my work neatly in my best cursive handwriting. 

· Read through my work to make sure it makes sense and is correctly punctuated. 

· Check my spelling using a dictionary. 

· Check my work when it has been marked to see what I have done well and how I could improve.
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Features of Diary Writing Checklist
  


Did I... Child Friend Teacher


Structure and Language


include date and/or 
time?


write in the first 
person?
(e.g. I, me, my, we, us, our)


use past tense for the 
main events?


include an introduction 
to set the scene?


tell events in 
chronological order?


include personal 
emotions and feelings?


Punctuation and Grammar


use words relating to 
time (conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions)?


English | Year 4 | James and the Giant Peach | Personal Writing | Features of a Diary | Lesson 3 of 5







Features of Diary Writing Checklist
  


Did I... Child Friend Teacher


Structure and Language


include date and/or time?


write in the first person? 
(e.g. I, me, my, we, us, our)


use past tense for the main 
events?


include an introduction to 
set the scene?


tell events in chronological 
order?


include personal emotions 
and feelings?


Punctuation and Grammar


use words relating to time  
(conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions)?


You were good at...


Next time it might be better if...
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I can identify the features of a diary.


Diary Writing Examples


English | Year 4 | James and the Giant Peach | Personal Writing | Features of a Diary | Lesson 3 of 5


Friday 5th May


We’ve finally got a dog! Today, after we had all got 
home and were having a snack, there was a knock at 
the door. I opened it and there was a big box on the 
door step.  I was a bit worried at first because there 
was no one there but mum and dad came towards 
the door too and dad was at the back telling me to 
open it. So then I opened the box and there inside, 
looking quite shy, was a gorgeous black puppy with 
a red bow around her neck! I picked her up and 
brought her into the house. Our house is quite small 
and not really set up for dogs! She ran around our 
living room, knocking a few things over and then we 
gave her some food. I felt so happy because I haven’t 
got any brothers and sisters and I have wanted to 
get a dog for a long time. We decided to call her 
‘Surprise’.  


Annotate the features of diaries in this diary extract.







Annotate the features of diaries in this diary extract.


I can identify the features of a diary.


Diary Writing Examples
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Tuesday 1st October


Well that was one of the best days ever! 
Today, I went to an amazing waterpark 


on a school trip and we stayed in the swimming 
pools for almost the entire day! The park was massive with slides and 
flumes everywhere you looked. 


After we had got changed, my friend and I headed straight for the biggest 
flume ride called the ‘Master Blaster’. I was a little nervous about going 
on it because I hadn’t been on anything like that before but I felt glad 
to be on the same rubber ring as my friend. The ride was amazingly 
fast and at one point, there was no light so that as you went round and 
round, you felt like you were travelling to the centre of the Earth. We 
loved it so much that we kept going back the top, until we had ridden on 
it five times in a row. 


Next, we wanted to try another flume ride – one that you had to ride 
on your own by sitting in a yellow ring. By the time we did this, I was 
feeling confident about the flumes but as I sat at the top, I didn’t feel 
properly balanced in the ring. As the slide turned a sharp corner, the ring 
slipped out from under me and I bashed my head on the side of the tube! 
I managed to grab the ring but I couldn’t get on it again and after a 
couple of dodgy corners, I was just glad to see the daylight of the plunge 
pool at the bottom. It put me off going on the flumes for a while, but 
after about 5 minutes I was ready to go again! 


I can’t wait to go back! But I must remember two key things that happen 
if you DO stay in a swimming pool all day – 1. Your hands will be 
wrinkled like a very old person’s. You will be very tired. I am!







I can identify the features of a diary.


Diary Writing Examples
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18th December


The day I had thought would never come had finally arrived – the new 
Star Wars film was being shown in the cinema for the first time and I had 
tickets to go and see it with my dad! Ever since my dad first showed me 
the Star Wars films, they have been my favourite – I have watched some 
of them so many times that I have memorised whole sections of the script. 
Sometimes, when I have nothing else to do, I practise trying to use the 
‘force’ to make objects move. Not surprisingly, they never do!


We were booked in to an early showing because we wanted to be among 
the first people to see the new film – we didn’t want any of the plot ruined 
before we saw it for ourselves. So after breakfast, we got in the car and drove 
to the cinema chatting excitedly about what we thought would happen in 
the film. I was wearing my Darth Vader costume and felt excited. 


When we got to the cinema, there were people everywhere, many of them 
dressed up like me and, despite the fact it was early in the day, there 
was a hubbub of excitement filling the huge lobby of the cinema. People 
were coming away from the snack counter carrying piles of popcorn and 
hotdogs. We had brought supplies from home, sneakily hidden in my dad’s 
bag. We waited to collect our tickets behind a stormtrooper and a C3PO 
and when we had them, we went directly to screen 4 to find our seats.


As we relaxed into our seats, the cinema began to fill up around us and 
pretty soon, the striking first notes of the soundtrack began to blare around 
us. We were straight into another galaxy. My dad and I looked at each 
other and smiled. Big smiles. For the next two hours we were completely 
bewitched by the story and I continued to stare at the screen even as the 
credits began to roll. When I became aware of my dad saying, ‘Come on 
son – let’s go!’ I looked around the cinema and was startled to see that we 
were the only ones left there! I'd better not say what happened in the film…


All the way back home, my dad and I discussed what we thought of the 
film – it was amazing!  After we had our lunch, I was sitting 


on the sofa and I began to concentrate on the remote control, 
trying to move it closer with the power of my mind. I tried to 


clear my mind and imagine it edging closer, inch-by-inch. 
Until…it did! Just a little. I was sure it had. ‘Did anyone else 


see that?’ I shouted. The room was empty.


Annotate the features of diaries in this diary extract.







Diary Writing Examples Answers
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Date: Friday 5th May


Past tense words: got, had, 
opened among other examples.


Chronological order


1st person: I, we, our.


Personal feelings and emotions: 
‘I felt so happy’.


Words related to time:  
finally, today, at first among 
other examples


Date: Tuesday 1st October


Past tense words: went, was, 
wanted among other examples.


Chronological order


1st person: I, we, my.


Personal feelings and emotions: 
‘I was a little nervous’, ‘I was 
feeling confident’.


Words related to time: today,  
after, next among other exam-
ples.


Date: 18th December 


Past tense words: had, arrived, 
watched among other examples.


Chronological order


1st person: our, I, we.


Personal feelings and emotions: 
‘felt excited’, ‘we were  
completely bewitched’.


Words related to time: when, as, 
after among other examples.
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Friday May 5th


We’ve finally got one! My mum has been trying to persuade my dad for ages to get 


a dog and he has always thought of a hundred reasons why we shouldn’t get one. I 


think my mum had almost given up. Well today after we had all got home and were 


having a snack, there was a knock at the door. I opened it and there was a big box on 


the door step.  I was a bit worried at first because there was no one there but mum 


and dad came towards the door too and dad was at the back telling me to open it. 


So then I opened the box and there inside, looking quite confused and shy was a 


gorgeous black puppy with a red bow around her neck! I picked her up and brought 


her into the house. Our house is quite small and not really set up for dogs! There are 


lots of ornaments everywhere. She scurried around our living room knocking a few 


things over and then we gave her some food. I felt so happy because I haven’t got 


any brothers and sisters and I have wanted to get a dog for a long time. We decided 


to call her ‘Surprise’. 


Diary Sample A
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Tuesday October 1st 


Well that was one of the best days ever! Today I went to an amazing waterpark on a school 
trip and we stayed in the swimming pools for almost the entire day! I was really excited 
about the trip yesterday and when we arrived I wasn’t disappointed – the park was massive 
with slides and flumes everywhere you looked. The best bit was a kind of structure that you 
could climb up and walk around – there were buckets and water guns you could use to try 
and soak people who were underneath you. 


After we had got changed and when we first got in to the pool, my friend and I headed 
straight for the biggest flume ride called the ‘Master Blaster’. I was a little nervous about 
going on it because I hadn’t been on anything like that before but I felt glad to be on the 
same rubber ring as my friend. The ride was amazingly fast and at one point, there was no 
light so that as you went round and round, you felt like you were travelling to the centre 
of the Earth. We loved it so much we kept going back to the top until we had ridden on it 
five times in a row. 


Next we wanted to try another flume ride – one that you had to ride on your own by sitting 
in a yellow ring. By the time we did this I was feeling confident about the flumes but as 
I sat at the top I didn’t feel properly balanced in the ring. Before I knew it I was shooting 
down the slide and slipping off the ring at the same time. Then, as the slide turned a sharp 
corner, the ring slipped out from under me and I bashed my head on the side of the tube! I 
managed to grab the ring but I couldn’t get on it again and after a couple of dodgy corners 
I was just glad to see the daylight of the plunge pool at the bottom. The lifeguard had seen 
the incident on his monitor so he got me some ice for my head and I sat there for a while 
watching the others come down. It put me off going on the flumes for a while, but after 
about 5 minutes I was ready to go again! 


I can’t wait to go back, but I must remember two key things that happen if you DO stay 
in a swimming pool all day – 1. Your hands will be wrinkled like a very old person’s 2. You 


will be very tired. I am!


Diary Sample B
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Thursday December 14th


The day I had thought would never come had finally arrived – the new Star Wars film was being 
shown in the cinema for the first time and I had tickets to go and see it with my dad! Ever since 
my dad first showed me the Star Wars films, they have been my favourite – I have watched some 
of them so many times that I have memorised whole sections of the script. I love the simplicity 
of the good vs evil story and I think the characters are perfect. Sometimes when I have nothing 
else to do I practise trying to use the ‘force’ to make objects move. Not surprisingly, they never do!


We were booked in to an early showing because we wanted to be among this first people to see 
the new film – we didn’t want any of the twists and turns of the plot ruined before we saw it for 
ourselves. So after breakfast we got in the car and drove to the cinema chatting excitedly about 
what we thought would happen in the film. I was wearing my Darth Vader costume and as well 
as feeling excited, I had a nice warm feeling that came from having my dad all to myself. 


When we got to the cinema there were people everywhere, many of them dressed up like me and 
despite the fact it was early in the day, there was a hubbub of excitement filling the huge lobby 
of the cinema. People were coming away from the snack counter carrying piles of popcorn and 
hotdogs and balancing drinks and sweets precariously. We had brought supplies from home, 
sneakily hidden in my dad’s bag. Noticing the crush at the food counter, my dad patted the bag 
and gave me a wink. We waited to collect our tickets behind a Stormtrooper and a C3PO and 
when we had them we went directly to screen 4 to find our seats.


A lady with a torch led us down the stairs and pointed out where we needed to sit, ‘If it’s too dark, 
use the force!’ she said smiling. As we relaxed into our seats, the cinema began to fill up around 
us and pretty soon the striking first notes of the soundtrack began to blare around us. We were 
straight into another galaxy. My dad and I looked at each other and smiled. Big smiles. For the 
next two hours we were completely bewitched by the story and I continued to stare at the screen 
even as the credits began to roll. When I became aware of my dad saying ‘Come on son – let’s go!’ 
I looked around the cinema and was startled to see that we were the only ones left there! I better 
not say what happened in the film…


All the way back home my dad and I discussed what we thought of the film – it was amazing!  
I felt as though someone had flicked a switch in my brain – my imagination was fired by the 
new characters and thinking about what might come next. After we had our lunch, I was sitting 
on the sofa and I began to concentrate on the remote control, trying to move it closer with the 
power of my mind. I tried to clear my mind and imagine it edging closer, inch-by-inch. Until…it 
did! Just a little. I was sure it had. ‘Did anyone else see that?’ I shouted. The room was empty. 


Diary Sample C
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The







peacock







spread







it’s







feathers
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The subject is the person, animal or thing that is doing something in the sentence!

The verb is the action that is happening!

Have I underlined the subject or the verb in the sentence? Sort the sentences into two piles. Glue the sentences into your book under the sub-headings ‘subject’ and ‘verb’.



1. The children climbed the hill. 



2. Fred washed his clothes.



 

3. Max cuddled his sister. 



4. The children ate a banana. 





5. The monkeys played in the trees. 
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