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It was a blazing hot day in the city of Medina. The residents found shade in the many beautiful gardens in the city. They sat under the shade of tall trees and sipped cool drinks.



















 



The Prophet Muhammad was walking through one of the gardens. He enjoyed the cool shade of the trees as he listened to people having fun together.











That’s funny!



Ahah



 





All of a sudden, the Prophet Muhammad heard a strange, wailing noise. The Prophet Muhammad looked around to see where the sound was coming from. 

















 



Eventually, the Prophet Muhammad discovered the source of the noise. It was a camel. The camel was tied to a wooden post, out in the blazing sunshine with no shade. The camel was hot and thirsty.







































 



‘Who owns this camel?’ roared the Prophet Muhammad. The camel’s owner eventually appeared. ‘This camel is one of Allah’s creatures,’ explained the Prophet Muhammad, ‘you should treat him with kindness and provide everything he needs.’



































 



The owner of the camel felt ashamed. He knew he had been selfishly looking after himself without a thought for the poor animal who worked so hard for him. From that day on, he cared for all his animals. The camel never cried again. 
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A task setting PowerPoint about the Muslim mosque for Key Stage 1.







What do all of these buildings have in common?

Photos courtesy of suzlil, watchsmart and D-Stanley (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution







Photos courtesy of  seier+seier, Jimmy McIntyre - Editor HDR One Magazine (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution















Prayer Mats

Mosques either have carpet with individual prayer mats or Muslims take their own prayer mat to worship upon.

Qur’an

The Muslim holy book which is the word of God. It is treated with great respect and placed on a special wooden stand to be read.

Wash Room

Muslims must wash before entering the main hall.

Shoe Rack

A place to leave your shoes before entering.













Tasbih Beads

Beads hanging around the mosque for worshippers to help think about Allah.

Mihrab

An alcove in the wall shows the direction the worshippers need to face. This is the direction of Mecca in Saudi Arabia, the most sacred Muslim place in the world.

Minaret

Most mosques have at least one minaret which is a tall thin tower.  A man stands at the top and calls Muslims to prayer.









Muslims go to mosque to pray and services are held every day. The most important weekly service is held on a Friday.



Many Muslims believe that praying with other Muslims can make you feel part of a family.



Inside a mosque there is often a school where people can learn the Arabic language. This is the language that the Muslim holy book is written in, the Qur’an.















Festivals, weddings and funerals can take place in mosques too. 









Find out more about how Muslims don’t just worship at mosque.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/muslim-prayer/5965.html

Source - bbc.co.uk/learningzone - © 2014 BBC









		Take off your shoes before entering.



		Wash feet, hands, nose, mouth, throat, ears, arms (up to the elbow) before entering.



		Women and men worship separately.
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What is it like inside
a Muslim mosque?
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Why do people go to
mosque?








Worship at Home
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The Dome

Photo courtesy of Jorge Lascar (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



The Dome

Photo courtesy of twiga_swala (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



The Dome

Photo courtesy of iBjorn (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Mihrab

Photo courtesy of Jorge Lascar (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Mihrab

Photo courtesy of Spencer Means (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Minbar

Photo courtesy of Jorge Lascar (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Minbar

Photo courtesy of varunshiv (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Minaret

Photo courtesy of Rod Waddington (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Minaret

Photo courtesy of DjordjeR (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Prayer Hall

Photo courtesy of Jnzl's Photos (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Prayer Hall

Photo courtesy of archer10 (Dennis) 125M Views (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Wudu

Photo courtesy of Augapfel (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



The Removal of Shoes

Photo courtesy of Martin Dougiamas (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



The Removal of Shoes

Photo courtesy of carlarjacobs (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution
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Starter Activity

What is the Qur’an?



What do you already know about it?







 



What is the Qur’an?

The Qur’an is the holy book for Muslims and is written in Arabic.  



Muslims believe it is the perfect word of God.  







 



What is the Qur’an?

Muslims show respect for the Qur’an by washing their hands before touching it. When not being used, the Qur’an is often wrapped up in a special cloth and kept on a high shelf to show respect. 



It must never touch the floor and is placed on a special stand when being read. Many Muslims around the world learn the Qur’an off by heart! 



 



The Qur’an Activity

Watch the video to find out more about how children learn how to read the Qur’an.

BBC Bitesize







 



The Qur’an

The Qur’an teaches Muslims how to live a good life.  



Here are just a few rules which Muslims must live by:



Worship only one God

Pray 5 times a day

Give to charity

Show respect and love to your parents

Show forgiveness to others
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What Is Ramadan?

Ramadan is an important event for Muslim people. It takes place in the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. This calendar is based on the moon.



Ramadan begins the morning after people see the crescent moon. It can last for 29 or 30 days. This is about one month.



 



Fasting

During the month of Ramadan, Muslim people will fast. This means that they cannot eat or drink anything between sunrise and sunset. 



Muslims believe that fasting reminds them of people who have less than they do, as well as making them think more about their actions.



Not every Muslim person is expected to fast. Young children and older people are not expected to fast, although sometimes, they do. 







 



Suhoor

Suhoor is the meal Muslim people eat before their day of fasting starts. 
This meal is very important. The people who are fasting have to make sure they eat the right kinds of foods to give them energy for the rest of the day. 



Muslims will get up very early in the morning, before the sun comes up (around 4 a.m.). 



Foods eaten during Suhoor include eggs, bread, rice, fruit and vegetables. 

“Suhoor” by [Alazat] is licensed under CC BY 2.0



 



Ramadan Calendar

Some Muslim children will have a Ramadan advent calendar. 



The calendar is usually made from fabric or cardboard and will have 29 or 30 doors or pockets to open, each with a number to 30 on. 



Inside each one is an action to complete. These are usually ways you can help other people and treat them with kindness.



 



Helping Others

Helping others and doing good deeds is an important part of Ramadan. Sometimes, this means giving money to charities or people that need help. It can also mean being kind, giving your time and sharing what you have.





 



Iftar

Iftar is a very important meal during Ramadan. This is the time when Muslims will break their fast and are able to eat again. 



As the sun goes down, Muslims will break their fast with something small, like dates and water. Then, they will say the Maghrib prayer. Once the sun has completely gone down, they will eat a larger meal.



Usually, Iftar meals will include rice, chicken or beef, yoghurt, samosas, roti and desserts, such 
as sweet rice.





 



Going to Mosque

Going to mosque is an important part of both Ramadan and Eid.



Muslims will pray in a room called a ‘musallah’. This is a big open space. The carpet usually has a pattern with spaces for each person to sit. Everyone must take off their shoes inside the mosque.



The special prayer during Ramadan is called the ‘Taraweeh’.







“Sultan Mosque Prayer Hall” by [Jnzl’s Photos] is licensed under CC BY 2.0



 



Eid al-Fitr

Eid al-Fitr is the festival that marks the end of Ramadan and the fast. It lasts for three days.



During Eid, Muslims thank Allah for the help and strength he gave them when they fasted.



The festival starts when the new moon is seen in the sky.





 



Eid Celebrations

Muslims take part in many activities to celebrate Eid.



They will often buy new clothes and decorate their hands with henna designs.



There will be special prayer services at the mosque and people will say special prayers in their homes.

			

Muslim people will say ‘Eid Mubarak!’, which means ‘Have a blessed Eid!’.

“Ramadan Festival” by [Lakpuratravels] is licensed under CC BY 2.0, “Iranians holding Eid al-Fitr Prayer” by [M.Hasan Miremadi] is licensed under CC BY 4.0









 



Eid Celebrations



Muslims will visit their families and have a large feast for lunch or dinner.



Some people will also celebrate with a firework display on the first night of Eid.



The rest of Eid is then spent seeing family and helping others.

“Celebrating Eid” by [Steve Evans] is licensed under CC BY 2.0
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Eid al-Fitr is a Muslim festival which comes at the end of the month of Ramadan.

Information About Ramadan and 

Eid al-Fitr

What is Ramadan?



During Ramadan, healthy grown-ups who are Muslims do not eat or drink anything, including water, during the day while the sun shines. This is called fasting.





 



Information About Eid al-Fitr

‘Eid’ means festival or celebration. ‘al-Fitr’ means ‘breaking of the fast.

‘Eid Mubarak’ is a greeting often used during the festival. It means ‘Have a blessed Eid!’

This shows that Eid al-Fitr is the festival after the fasting during the month of Ramadan.





 



How Is Eid al-Fitr Celebrated?

Muslim families celebrate Eid al-Fitr by putting on new clothes.

They enjoy sharing meals with family and friends. They prepare all different kinds of foods like samosas, pakoras, kebabs and much much more.





 



How Is Eid al-Fitr Celebrated?

Homes are decorated with colourful decorations and lanterns.

Muslims read their holy book, the Qur’an, and go to a mosque to pray.





 



Muslims visit their friends and family. They give greetings cards and children may receive gifts of money, clothes and toys.





 



Women and girls decorate their hands with mehndi patterns. Mehndi is made from crushed henna leaves mixed with oil and other liquids such as lemon juice, water or tea.





 



Eid al-Fitr is a time for Muslim people to thank Allah for the strength that he has given them to have self-control during Ramadan. It is a time to celebrate with family and friends. 
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The Angel Gabriel visited Mary and told her she was going to have a baby called Jesus. The baby would be God’s son.





 



Mary told Joseph what Gabriel had told her; they prepared for the arrival of the special baby.





 



Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to register in a census.





 



A kind innkeeper in Bethlehem let Mary and Joseph stay in his stable for the night.





 



Baby Jesus was born in the stable. 





 



At the same time, an angel appeared to some shepherds. The angel told them that the son of God had been born in Bethlehem.





 



The shepherds walked to Bethlehem to visit the baby Jesus.





 



Far away in the East, wise men saw a bright star in the sky. They knew it meant that a new king had been born and followed the star. 





 



On the way they came to King Herod’s palace. 

Herod was curious about the new king; he asked the wise men to tell him where the baby was.





 



The wise men reached Bethlehem. They gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.





 



That night, the wise men had a dream warning them not to tell King Herod where Jesus was. They did not return to King Herod’s palace.





 



Herod began to search for baby Jesus. He ordered that all baby boys in Bethlehem be killed.





 



Joseph had a dream where an angel told him to take Mary and Jesus       to Egypt.





 



Mary and Joseph travelled to Egypt with baby Jesus and he was safe.
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Christmas is the time when many Christians remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of God.

Why Is Celebrating Christmas Important to Many Christians?



The story of the birth of Jesus is very important to many Christians and celebrating Christmas is one way Christians can remember Jesus.





 



Many Christians go to church to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Parts of the 
Bible are read and hymns and carols are sung. There are lots of special 
services around Christmas such as Christingle services, the Nativity service 
and carol services.

Christmas Traditions



Photo courtesy of Silar (@wikipedia.org) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Lots of churches and schools act out the Nativity story to remind Christians why Christmas is celebrated.

Christmas Traditions



Photo courtesy of cowley_mail (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Carols are often sung in churches and schools. Some people go carol singing to raise money for charity.

Christmas Traditions



Photo courtesy of jig o’dance (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Some people hang wreaths made from evergreens on their doors. 
The evergreens remind many Christians of the everlasting life of Jesus.

Christmas Traditions



Photo courtesy of Pseudodude (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Many people put Christmas trees up in their houses and decorate them with fairy lights, tinsel and decorations.

Christmas Traditions



Photo courtesy of timomcd (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 



Candles and lights can represent the Star of Bethlehem and Jesus, as he is often called ‘The Light of the World’.

Christmas Traditions







Photo courtesy of m.shattock (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





 





Many families get together and eat a special roast dinner.

Christmas Traditions





 





People can give each other presents which are wrapped in Christmas wrapping paper and are usually opened on Christmas Day.

Christmas Traditions





 





People can exchange Christmas cards which are then put up in homes.

Christmas Traditions



Photo courtesy of James E. Petts (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution
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What is Hanukkah?

		Hanukkah or Chanukah is the Jewish festival of light.

		The word Hanukkah means rededication.

		It dates back to two hundred years before the start of Christianity.

		Hanukkah celebrates one of the greatest miracles in Jewish history.







 



The Story of Hanukkah

The festival reminds Jews of when, 2500 years ago, a Syrian king tried to make the Jewish people worship Greek gods and bow to statues.



This was forbidden by the Ten Commandments.

Photo courtesy Klearchos Kapoutsis(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution





 



A small group of Jews called the Maccabees rebelled.

After a three year war, the Maccabees recaptured Jerusalem from the Syrians.



The Jews repaired the temple which had been ruined and rededicated it to God by lighting a lamp. The Jews only had enough oil to light the lamp for one day but, miraculously, it stayed alight for eight days.





 



How is Hanukkah Celebrated?

A Hanukiah is lit by Jewish people. One candle is lit for each day of the festival.

Photo courtesy Shoshanah(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution





 



Dreidel is played.

Photo courtesy Staccabees @flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution





 



Latkes are eaten.

Photo courtesy grongar@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution





 



Candles are lit.

Photo courtesy andydr@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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