


What Does Rex Retriever Do?

Rex Retriever helps with content domain 1b:

Identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, 
such as characters, events, titles and information.

This means that he is there to help you to answer 
questions by finding the answer in the text.

Rex might ask you what the characters are called, what they do, what the 
name of the chapter is or what you have learned about a particular topic.



When Have We Seen
Rex Retriever?

The kind of questions that Rex Retriever helps with appear quite a lot
in SATs papers. Here are some recent examples:

Click on the image 
of each question to 

find out more.



The ‘5Ws’ Question
Back

A lot of questions asked by Rex Retriever will begin with:
Who? What? Where? When? Why?

Find the answer in the text and write it on the line.



The ‘Tick It’ Question
Back

This type of question 
will ask you something 
and give you some 
possible answers.

Read through all of the 
answer options and 
tick the correct answer.

Always check how 
many answers the 
question wants you 
to tick.



The ‘Give Two’ Question
Back

For this type of question, you need to give
two different answers. 

You will find both of these answers in the text. 



The ‘Draw Lines’ Question
Back

For this type of question, you will need to use the information in the text 
to match one thing to the fact which matches it.

What can you do if you draw a line but change your mind?



The ‘Fill in the Table’ Question
Back

For this type of question, you will need to use the information in 
the text to fill in the missing information in a table. 

This could be ticking whether something is true or false, deciding 
if the statement applies to one person or another or adding facts 

based on what you have read.



What Might Rex Retriever Ask?
Back

Rex Retriever might ask questions like these:

• Where is the story set?

• Who is the main character in the story?

• How is the dilemma resolved?

• Tell me one fact you have found out in this text about…

• Where in this book could I look if I wanted to know more about…?

• Which part of the story did you like the most? Why



Let’s Explore Rex Retriever 
Questions Together

Read the extract from Dragons in the City and answer 
the questions as a class. 

Read the rest of the Dragons in the City story here.

Click on the image to read the text.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-54364-dragons-in-the-city-ebook-english


Let’s Explore Rex Retriever 
Questions Together

Read the extract from Dragons in the City and answer the questions as a class. 

Give two people who were sat around the table.

1. 

2.

Why were the family having a special dinner?

Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true and which are false.

Statement True False

The family were celebrating a birthday.

There were five people sat around the table.

This was Bo’s favourite time of year.

The family were gathered for a reunion dinner.



Click here to go back.



Summing Up Rex Retriever
Prove your understanding of what Rex Retriever does by 

answering the following questions:

• What does Rex Retriever help you to do?

• What sort of question might Rex Retriever ask?

• What is the trickiest thing about Rex Retriever questions?




