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LO:  I know all about the sacred place 
of worship for a Muslim. 

Can you remember what we discussed in RE last week?  

Let's have a think then share our answers...
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Yes, last week we visited a synagogue online and then completed an 
activity sheet labelling the key features. 

This week we are going to visit the Muslim holy place.
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Let's learn some more about visiting a mosque.. 
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We can also watch a video...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWi7plHFJI8
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LO:  I know all about the sacred place of 
worship for a Muslim .
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How did you do?
There are lots of answers you could have written based on the slides and video, but here are a few 
ideas...

You should cover your head, arms and legs when you visit a mosque. 

The towers on a mosque are called minarets. 

Mosques have domes at the top of them. 

Shoes are placed on a shoe rack before entering the mosque. 

People wash in the ablution area before praying or touching the Qur'an. 

People kneel on a prayer mat and bow to god, who is called Allah. 

The holy day is a Friday. 

The walls of a mosque are decorated with mosaic patterns. 



Attachments

Camel powerpoint.pptx

Church powerpoint.ppt

Synagogue powerpoint.ppt

Powerpoint visiting a mosque.ppt

Mosque powerpoint.ppt










It was a blazing hot day in the city of Medina. The residents found shade in the many beautiful gardens in the city. They sat under the shade of tall trees and sipped cool drinks.



















 



The Prophet Muhammad was walking through one of the gardens. He enjoyed the cool shade of the trees as he listened to people having fun together.











That’s funny!



Ahah



 





All of a sudden, the Prophet Muhammad heard a strange, wailing noise. The Prophet Muhammad looked around to see where the sound was coming from. 

















 



Eventually, the Prophet Muhammad discovered the source of the noise. It was a camel. The camel was tied to a wooden post, out in the blazing sunshine with no shade. The camel was hot and thirsty.







































 



‘Who owns this camel?’ roared the Prophet Muhammad. The camel’s owner eventually appeared. ‘This camel is one of Allah’s creatures,’ explained the Prophet Muhammad, ‘you should treat him with kindness and provide everything he needs.’



































 



The owner of the camel felt ashamed. He knew he had been selfishly looking after himself without a thought for the poor animal who worked so hard for him. From that day on, he cared for all his animals. The camel never cried again. 
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Sunday 

is a special day for Christians.











Many Christians go to church.







They go to church to worship God.







What happens in church?







They pray to God.







They listen to stories from the Bible. 







They sing songs to God.











They share 

the bread and wine.







They light candles.







They give money 

to help others.







What do you see in a church?







There is a cross.







There is a special table called the altar.







There are flowers 

and candles.







There are special seats called pews.







There are statues of holy people.







The priest or vicar wears special clothes.







Some churches have organs.







Some churches have stained glass windows.
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Judaism





Jews have special celebrations throughout the year that celebrate and remember their faith. 





What special things do you think Jews do?







Each week, many Jews have a special meal together on Friday night. They light candles, say special prayers and think about God. Saturday is their special day of the week.







Jews also have special festivals through the year. At their New Year celebration, called Rosh Hashanah, a special horn is blown. Prayers are said, candles are lit and sweet foods are eaten.







 



We Might See…





Jews have a special place of worship. Many go to this place to pray and worship. They can also celebrate special events there.





The Jewish place of worship is called a synagogue.







 



We Might See…

God

candles

Torah

prayer

community

remember

Ten Commandments

love





Think about some of the things you now know about what Jews believe to help you. Share your ideas with a partner.





What kind of things do you think you might see in a synagogue? 





Use these words to help you: 



v





 



In a Synagogue

Most people in a synagogue cover their heads. Men wear a special cap called a kippah. Women also cover their heads. Some children and young people do not have to cover their heads.

A synagogue is used for different things. Some of these things, like prayer, are quiet things. It is important to be aware of how quiet things are inside, so that you can be respectful of people who might be thinking in silence.





Let’s take a look inside a synagogue. Before we go inside, there are some important rules we must follow. Many places of worship have special rules for people to follow as a way of showing respect.





Cover your head



v



Be quiet



v





 



In a Synagogue

This is where many Jews gather to pray together. In some synagogues, men sit in a different area to the women. Men wear a special shawl, called a tallit, when they pray.



Prayer Room



v





 



In a Synagogue

This person has a special place in the room to stand. They chant prayers for the rest of the people to join in with.



The Cantor



v





 



In a Synagogue

The Jewish special book is called the Torah. It is sacred to Jewish believers. The bimah is a raised platform where the Torah is placed when it is to be read from. This is often in the middle of the room, or at the end of the room near the ark. The cantor stands here, too.



The Bimah



v





 



In a Synagogue

To look after their special book, every synagogue has an ark. This is a special place where the Torah is kept. It is often on the main wall of the synagogue and impressively decorated. 



The Ark



v





 



In a Synagogue

In some synagogues, there is a light above the ark. This is called the Eternal Light. Its name comes from a verse in the Torah which says an eternal flame should burn in the temple all the time. It is also a reminder of the candles in the Temple in Jerusalem that stayed lit, which Jews believe was a miracle of God.



Eternal Light



v





 



Guess the Object

I am worn by men.

I am blue and white.

I help show respect during prayer.



Can you guess which object from a synagogue this might be?





tallit – a prayer shawl







 



Guess the Object

I am on the main wall of the synagogue.

I look after the Jewish special book.

I am impressive to look at.



Can you guess which object from a synagogue this might be?





ark







 



Guess the Object

I am where the cantor stands.

I am where the Torah is placed.

I am in the centre of the room.



Can you guess which object from a synagogue this might be?





bimah
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Discuss these questions with your talk partner:

Places of Worship

?

?

What is a place of worship? 

Why do people go to a place of worship?

A place of worship is a space or building where people come to pray or worship. 

They may go to pray alone or to worship with others. They may go to attend an important ceremony. 





 



Places of Worship

Do you know what places of worship these images show and what religion they belong to?

Discuss your ideas with your talk partner.

Gurdwara (Sikhism)

Temple (Buddhism)

Synagogue (Judaism)

Church (Christianity)

Mosque (Islam)

Mandir (Hinduism)

















 



Today, we will be learning about the place of worship which is important to Muslims.

Mosques

A Muslim is someone who follows the religion of Islam.

The place of worship Muslims go to is called a mosque.

The Arabic word for mosque is masjid. 





 



There are over 1500 mosques in the United Kingdom.

Mosques



Aisha and Holly are best friends. They go everywhere together. Holly is going to visit Aisha’s special place: the mosque.

?

Have you ever been inside one?

?

Have you ever seen one from the outside?





 



Holly asks Aisha if she needs to prepare anything for the visit.

Holly says they should wear clothes that cover up their arms and legs 

for when they visit the mosque.

Mosques

Aisha says that her mosque do not expect visitors to cover their heads in the mosque but they can do if they would like to.



Holly says she would like to cover her head so the girls select headscarves to wear for their visit. 





 



Holly has seen the outside of the mosque before but she tells Aisha how beautiful she thinks it is.

Mosques

Aisha points out some important features. 

dome

minaret



Traditionally, the tall, thin tower called a minaret had a large, open window at the top. This would help to cool down the inside of the mosque in hot countries. Someone would also stand on the balcony on the minaret and call people to prayer. In the UK, the call to prayer is done over radio stations. 





 



Aisha’s parents have told the imam that she is bringing a friend to visit. The imam warmly welcomes them all at the door.

Mosques

Everyone takes off their shoes after entering the mosque. The shoes are placed on a shoe rack. 





 



The imam shows everyone the ablutions area. 

Mosques

The ablutions area is a room or space where people go to thoroughly wash before praying or touching the holy book, the Qur’an. 

Large mosques have a fountain in the ablutions area. 





 



Next, they enter the main prayer room. This is called the musallah. 

Holly notices straight away that there are no chairs. 

Mosques

The imam explains that everyone sits on the floor here. Traditionally, men and women pray in different spaces. 

The carpet is made up of a pattern of prayer mats. The imam shows them an individual prayer mat. Muslims can bring their own prayer mat to a mosque but they often use the carpet provided. A Muslim would use a prayer mat when praying at home or somewhere else. 





 



When Muslims pray, they face Mecca. Mecca is in Saudi Arabia and is the most holy place in the world for Muslims. 

Mosques

Muslims will know what direction to face in their own house to pray towards Mecca. They will have worked it out as soon as they moved in.

However, when they are somewhere else, they sometimes need to work it out. Some prayer mats even have a compass attached to help. 





 



The wall of the mosque which faces Mecca is called the qiblah wall.

There is an alcove in this wall called the mihrab. 

Mosques

Holly notices that there are beads hanging up around the mosque.

Aisha explains that these are tasbih beads. They help Muslims to focus when they are praying and thinking about Allah. Allah is the name Muslims give to God.





 



The imam answers their questions and then they head out of the prayer hall to collect their shoes.

Mosques

Holly comments on how pretty the patterns are which decorate the walls of the mosque.

Aisha tells Holly that pictures of animals and humans are not allowed in a mosque. You will only see patterns on the wall, or perhaps photographs of special mosques from around the world. 





 



The families thank the imam for giving them a tour of the mosque and then they go out to walk in the park together. 

Mosques

Aisha and Holly have lots to talk about. 
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